
 
SALINA CITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
 
 
AGENDA 

 
Special Meeting      City Commission Room 107 
September 5, 2007      City County-Building 
4:00 PM       300 W. Ash Street 
 
 
 
 
#1. Minutes of Regular Meeting April 25, 2007. 
 
#2. Review of application for designation of the City of Salina as a Preserve 
 America Community under the “Preserve America” Communities Program. 
 Continued from the August 1, 2007 meeting date. 
 
#3. Other Matters. 
 

 
Original Western Star Mill along the 
Smoky Hill River Channel  c. 1875 

 
 
     
    (Important Information on Reverse Side) 



 MINUTES
 
SALINA CITY HERITAGE COMMISSION MEETING 
CITY COMMISSION ROOM 
April 25, 2007 
4:00 P.M.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Duckers, Plumer, Reynolds, Stoeber and Yarnevich 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:      Specht  
 
PLANNING STAFF:         Asche and Burger  
 
 
The hearing began at 4:00. 
  
 
#1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 31, 2007. 
 
 Minutes were approved as presented. 
 
#2. Review of nominations for the 2007 Historic Preservation Award presentation 

to be held on May 23, 2007.  The theme for May 2007 National Preservation 
Month is “Making Preservation Work.” 

 
 Mr. Burger presented staff report with a visual presentation which are contained in  

the case file. 
 
 Mr. Reynolds asked are there any comments from our citizens? 
 
 Phyll Klima (from audience) stated not on this item. 
 
 Mr. Reynolds asked any comments by the Commission? 
 
 Mrs. Yarnevich stated I had a question on the one at 680 S. Santa Fe.  How many 

Steve Ryans are there? 
 
 Mrs. Duckers stated yes, that is what I was going to ask, too. 
 
 Mrs. Yarnevich stated it might be Mark Ryan. 
 
 Mr. Burger stated that was a typo on my part. The property owner is James Ryan 
 although his son-in-law currently occupies the house. 
 

Mrs. Duckers stated Steve has a nice house on Park Place. 
 
Mrs. Yarnevich stated yes and that wouldn’t be a bad nomination either.  It’s not 
historic I don’t think but they did an incredible job restoring it originally.   
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Mr. Burger stated I apologize for the typo. There is a gentleman named Ryan living 
there and for some reason that didn’t make it over to my report.  There are other 
properties that may be eligible in this category for the coming years. The house that 
was the long term home of Nancy and Merle Hodges would be an outstanding 
house to recognize at some point.  We did go back and revisit all those houses that 
have been restored recently or have been kept in excellent repair.  
 
Mrs. Yarnevich asked have the new owners at 860 S. Santa Fe done anything in 
particular lately? 
 
Mr. Burger stated there has been exterior maintenance.   If we would go back and 
recognize the house it would probably be with the prior association with the Hodges. 
 Of course there is always a possibility that they may do work or do something to 
enhance the structure and it would be recognized because of that. 
 
Mrs. Duckers stated tell us a little more about this house on North Columbia.  I’m not 
familiar with that at all.   
 
Mr. Burger stated it is a Gothic Cottage with a barge board at the gable peak. What 
we felt was unique about the house is that it has kept the exterior siding intact as 
well as the frieze board and balluster at the front porch and retained much of its 
architectural integrity.  There has been a contemporary addition of a bay window but 
it is on a secondary facade.  We felt that that might kind of place this out of the 
category.  It is all in all a well kept home.  We’ve tried in past years to recognize 
smaller homes such as the C. G. Wilmarth House at 300 S. 5th.  This is the home of 
the Richard Bennett family we awarded last year.  In that case they were in the 
midst of restoring the house and have done an excellent job on that. 
 
Mrs. Yarnevich asked so the fact that they added on doesn’t matter because it’s 
non-historic right? 
 
Mr. Burger stated yes it wouldn’t affect this property because it doesn’t represent  
the original historic context. 
 
Mr. Reynolds asked is there anything else?  We can entertain a motion to approve 
this.  Are there any individual ones we would like to include or exclude? 
 
Mrs. Duckers asked how many do we need?  Are we limited to four?   
 
Mr. Burger stated there is no limit. We have had as many as eight and as little as 
four properties in a year. Staff would recommend all of the properties listed for 
consideration.  We wanted to consult with the Board to determine whether there 
were other properties that the Board would like to recognize this year.  In the case of 
the Columbia property we would have no problem including it because it has had 
excellent maintenance through the years and has recently been restored. 
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Mrs. Yarnevich stated since it’s non-historic and they’ve done a nice job of restoring 
it I don’t see there is any reason to eliminate them from that.  Especially since it’s 
non-historic. 
 
Mr. Burger stated we would be glad to include them.  On 680 S. Santa Fe, we could 
certainly pick that up at another year.  It’s a project that is still ongoing.  We could 
include them this year or if you choose to.  
 
Mrs. Duckers asked could you show the picture again for the one that is at 680 S. 
Santa Fe? 
 
Mr. Burger stated a lot of that has been the clearing of the hedges and trees that 
have been around the house for a long time.  They went through and did an 
extensive job of scraping and repainting the home during the past few years.   
 
Mrs. Duckers asked that is on the corner at Crawford isn’t it? 
 
Mr. Burger stated yes. It’s a Stick Style house that was designated a local landmark 
in 2002.   
 
Mrs. Yarnevich stated I’m not exactly sure how to make the motion.  I love making 
motions and I’m at a loss.  How do you want that phrased? 
 
Mr. Burger stated you could nominate all five or remove one or more from the list. 

 
MOTION: Mrs. Yarnevich stated I would move we nominate all five or that we choose all 

 five properties presented. 
 
SECOND: Mr. Plumer seconded the motion. 
 

  Mr. Reynolds stated it has been moved and seconded.  All in favor say “aye”, 
opposed same sign. 

   
VOTE: Motion carried 5-0.  
 
#3.   Consideration of an application for designation of the City of Salina as a 

Preserve America Community under the “Preserve America” Communities 
Program. 

 
 Mr. Burger presented staff report with visual presentation which are contained in the 

case file. 
 
 Mrs. Duckers asked is there a cost to belong to this program? 
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 Mr. Burger stated no, there isn’t. The program is managed by the National Park 

Service and there aren’t any dues or related costs associated with the designation. 
There are some products that are given to local jurisdictions but it is mainly the 
recognition for past preservation projects and initiatives. 

 
 Mrs. Duckers stated so this is a White House initiative. 
 
 Mr. Burger stated yes. There are several rounds for designation each year. There 

wouldn’t be any real costs unless an organization is involved with a matching grant 
at some point.  As I stated, we would need the recommendation of the State 
Preservation Officer on our behalf and we have received word that the SHPO would 
be willing to assist with their recommendation for Salina’s designation. 

 
 Mr. Reynolds asked are there any further questions of staff?  Any citizens remarks? 

Please state your name and address. 
 
 Phyll Klima, 917 S. Santa Fe, Executive Director for Salina Downtown, stated this is 

an extremely important piece for dovetailing with a lot of things that we have started 
in the Downtown. Most recently in Salina Downtown we are trying to capitalize upon 
the cultural heritage and the business heritage of the community with our proposed 
designation of the Lee District.  We are releasing at 3:30 pm today a news release 
that says we have received some grant funds to do a market study for potential 
redevelopment of the northern blocks of Downtown. Salina Downtown is in the 
second round of the Wayfinding Program scheduled in the City for Wayfinding 
signage.  Many of the projects that were funded, as you will see in John’s addendum 
to your packet, were Wayfinding types of things.  We hope that this will dovetail with 
some of the things we have going.  I strongly urge you to consider this as one of the 
strong pieces for economic redevelopment in our community.  Thank you very 
much. 

 
 Mr. Reynolds asked is there any discussion? 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Duckers stated Mr. Chairman I move that we direct the staff to prepare an 

application under the Preserve America Program to be reviewed at the next 
meeting. 

 
SECOND: Mrs. Yarnevich seconded the motion 
 
  Mr. Reynolds stated it has been moved and seconded.  Any further 

discussion?  All those in favor say “aye”, opposed same sign. 
 
VOTE: Motion carried 5-0.  
 
#4. Election of Officers. 
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 Mr. Burger introduced the item stating which Heritage Commissioners would be 

eligible to hold the office of Chair and Vice-Chair for the coming year. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Yarnevich stated I would nominate Anita Specht for Chair 
 
SECOND: Mr. Plumer seconded the motion. 
 

  Mr. Reynolds asked any further nominations?  Hearing none it has been 
moved and seconded.  All those in favor say “aye”, opposed same sign. 

 
VOTE:  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
  Mr. Reynolds asked so now we need the Vice-Chair? 
 
MOTION: Mr. Plumer stated I would nominate John Reynolds for the office of Vice-Chair. 
 
SECOND: Mrs. Yarnevich seconded the motion. 
 

  Mr. Reynolds asked any further nominations?  Hearing none it has been 
moved and seconded.  All those in favor say “aye”, opposed same sign. 

 
VOTE: Motion carried 4-0, 1 Abstention. 
 

  Mrs. Duckers stated I do have a question.  Why do I have two stars behind my 
name on the membership list? 

 
  Mr. Burger stated that is something that was carried over and wasn’t deleted.  

It indicated that you were a new Commissioner as of last year.  Those 
asterisks were never taken off but don’t apply to you any more. 

 
  Mrs. Duckers stated OK.  It didn’t indicate that I was on the Certificate of 

Appropriateness committee or anything?   
 
  Mr. Burger stated no you aren’t on the committee. We will correct that 

information. 
 
#5. Other matters. 
 
 Mr. Burger stated I am glad Ms. Klima is here today. We wanted to make you aware 

that staff assists in preparing Preliminary Site Investigation Questionnaires (PSIQ) 
for National Register nominations for various properties in Salina when requested by 
the property owners and when staff time is available.  Salina Downtown had 
approached Planning staff to see if we could initiate a PSIQ to the State 
Preservation Office for the McCune Paper Building and Lee Hardware Building. 
Obtaining a determination of eligibility for the property would allow a potential 
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developer to know that State and Federal Tax Credits would be available for any 
rehabilitation and reuse. (Showing slides)  This is a photograph from 1903 showing 
the Lee Mercantile Building on the north and the Lee Hardware Building on the 
south.  Today’s configuration shows some of the alterations over time such as the 
addition to the Lee Hardware Building designed by Charles Shaver. The Mercantile 
Building probably has the most significant exterior architectural features. This is 
seen in the limestone pedestal and first story limestone base. There has been some 
infill of the lower windows with brick and glass block panels. These are fairly minor 
things overall.  You will notice that the Lee Hardware building joins the 1928 addition 
in this area. Of course this is the rear elevation.  The buildings themselves have 
weathered very well and we are glad that there appears to be an interested new 
owner. There is land on the site for parking off 5th Street. We wanted to let you know 
that the State Preservation Office did contact us and informed us that the properties 
appear to be eligible for nomination to the National Register.  This may be useful to 
the present owner if he wants to proceed in that direction.  We would hope that the 
owner would want to restore some original exterior features as well as redevelop the 
building.  I am displaying a property at 800 E. Iron. Some of you may have traveled 
past this particular property on Iron and have seen some new activity. The property 
is included as one of our Heritage Conservation Properties that are protected from 
demolition or relocation.  This particular property has deteriorated in the past several 
years while it has been a rental dwelling.  The deteriorated roof and siding are under 
repair. The property has changed hands recently and the house is being renovated 
with the object of getting another family back in there.  The building is being 
preserved although the wood shingle roof will change to an architectural shingle 
roof.  The front porch was where most of the settling and damage occurred and it 
will be repaired last. We did want to inform you about the progress today. Our 
meeting for the Preservation Awards will be on May 23rd. We will ask the Chair to 
come to our May 21st City Commission meeting and read the resolution for 
Preservation Month. Certainly you are all welcome at the Preservation Awards and 
we would encourage you to attend. We will have a more complete program and 
PowerPoint available at the presentation. That concludes what staff has brought 
forth today. 

 
 Mr. Reynolds asked any other Commissioners have anything to bring forth today?  

Hearing none we stand adjourned. 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 4:29 p.m. 
  
 
 
 
__________________________
John Burger, Assistant Secretary 
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__________________________ 
Attest: 
 
   
 



STAFF REPORT 
SALINA CITY HERITAGE COMMISSION 

 
Item #2                 Meeting Date: September 5, 2007 
            Continued from August 1, 2007 
 
Review of application for designation of the City of Salina as a Preserve America 
Community under the “Preserve America” Communities Program.  
 
Background 
 
During the past two years, staff at the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has 
encouraged Certified Local Governments in Kansas to consider participation in two 
National incentive programs, the Save America’s Treasures program and the Preserve 
America Communities program. To date, the City of Wichita and the City of 
Leavenworth have nominated their jurisdictions and have been recognized as Preserve 
America Communities. 
  
The Federal Save America’s Treasures program is one of the largest and most 
successful grant programs for the protection of our nation’s irreplaceable and 
endangered cultural heritage. Congress has so far appropriated $200 million for the 
physical preservation and conservation of this nation's significant collections, sites, 
structures, and buildings. 

Grants are available for preservation and/or conservation work on nationally significant 
intellectual and cultural artifacts and historic structures and sites. Intellectual and 
cultural artifacts include artifacts, collections, documents, sculpture, and works of art. 
Historic structures and sites include historic districts, sites, buildings, structures, and 
objects. 
Because the grant program focuses on properties of national significance, opportunities 
to submit under the program locally would be limited to properties or sites already listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Properties currently eligible would include 
the Smoky Hill Museum and Stiefel Theatre, among others. Grants are awarded through 
a competitive process to eligible applicants and a dollar-for-dollar match is required. The 
Stiefel Theatre received a Save America’s Treasure grant to assist with the restoration 
of the theatre in 2003. To date, six other Kansas communities have received grants 
under the program. 
 
The Preserve America Program is a White House initiative that encourages and 
supports community efforts to preserve and enjoy our cultural and natural heritage. The 
goals of the initiative include a greater shared knowledge about the Nation's past, 
strengthened regional identities and local pride, increased local participation in 
preserving the country's cultural and natural heritage assets and support for the 
economic vitality of communities. 

http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/treasures/national.htm
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Communities may apply for special designation as a Preserve America Community, 
which recognizes communities that:  

 protect and celebrate their heritage;  

 use their historic assets for economic development and community revitalization; 
 and  

 encourage people to experience and appreciate local historic resources through 
 education and heritage tourism programs 

This program recognizes and designates communities that protect and celebrate their 
heritage and appreciate local resources with educational and/or heritage tourism 
programs. Since the program began, the White House has designated 261 communities 
in 43 States.  

The benefits of Preserve America designation include: White House recognition; 
eligibility for Preserve America grants; a certificate of recognition; a Preserve America 
Community road sign; authorization to use the Preserve America logo on signs, flags, 
banners, and promotional materials; listing in a Web-based Preserve America 
Community directory; inclusion in national and regional press releases and enhanced 
community visibility and pride.  

Congress approved $5 million for Preserve America grants in the FY 2006. This 
matching grant program is designed to support a variety of activities related to heritage 
tourism and innovative approaches to the use of historic properties as educational and 
economic assets. The grants would go beyond the bricks and mortar grants available 
under the Save America’s Treasures program. Eligible recipients for these matching 
(50/50) grants include communities with preservation programs and initiatives and 
Certified Local Governments. Individual grants have ranged from $20,000 to $150,000.  

Preserve America Community designations are granted to communities that meet three 
general criteria: 

1) Discovering Heritage through Historic Places: 

 Includes maintaining an ongoing, publicly available inventory of historic properties; a 
 community-supported museum, interpretive  facility, archive or local history records; 
 and/or a heritage education component in local schools. 

2) Protecting Historic Resources: 

 Includes a local governing body, such as a commission, charged with leading 
 historic preservation activities within the community; and adopted community-wide 
 historic preservation plan that is being implemented and a historic preservation 
 review ordinance and professional staff to implement it. 

3) Promoting Historic Assets:  
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 Includes a local heritage tourism program such as a walking/driving tour, itinerary or 
 map of historic resources; regularly scheduled heritage event or historic 
 preservation awards or recognition program. 

Additionally the community must have supported at least one historic preservation 
project within the last three (3) years that promoted heritage tourism or otherwise 
fostered economic vitality. The project must demonstrate a public-private partnership 
between a governmental entity and one civic, non-profit or business enterprise. The 
restoration and reuse of the Roosevelt-Lincoln Middle School complex by Pioneer 
Presidents’ Place for senior housing would comply with these requirements. The 
governing body of the community must also adopt a resolution indicating its 
commitment to the preservation of its heritage assets.  

The State Historic Preservation Office has agreed to assist in sponsoring Preserve 
America community applications from the Kansas Certified Local Governments and has 
encouraged all Kansas CLG communities to participate.  

Preserve America Community applications are reviewed by the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation (ACHP). Complete applications are shared with the National Park 
Service (NPS) and sometimes other agencies, for their independent review. When the 
review of an application is complete and approved by the ACHP and the NPS, the name 
of the community is added to a list pending the next announcement of designated 
communities. Announcement of designated “Preserve America” Communities will take 
place several times a year and may be made by official letter or at a public event. 

From staff’s perspective, Salina’s historic preservation program would appear to meet a 
number of the general criteria required for designation as a Preserve America 
Community. Designation could provide for grant opportunities in the future that would 
potentially assist educational and tourism initiatives by agencies such as the Smoky Hill 
Museum, Stiefel Theatre, Salina Art Center and Salina Downtown, among others. 

The 2006 City of Salina Shared Vision Statement and Strategic Plan, a copy of which is 
attached, includes the following statement: 

Salina will be a town that is respectful of its heritage. Throughout Salina, the 
adaptive reuse of historic and architecturally significant buildings will be 
encouraged 

The application would require the approval of the Salina City Commission and the 
approval of a resolution of support. The Preserve America Communities Program draft 
application prepared by staff is attached to this report. A draft resolution of support is 
also included. It is anticipated that additional attachments such as photographs of local 
historic resources and letters of endorsement from Salina Downtown, Smoky Hill 
Museum and Stiefel Theatre will be part of the final submission. 
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Alternative Actions 

Following the review of the attached application and comments and discussion, the 
Heritage Commission would appear to have the following alternative actions: 

Option No. 1 Recommend submittal of the Preserve America Communities Program
    application on behalf of Salina to the Advisory Council on Historic  
    Preservation and the approval of a resolution of support by the Salina 
    City Commission.        

Option No. 2 Recommend submittal of an application with any modifications or  
    additions requested by a majority of Heritage Commission members.  

    In this case, the application would be amended by Planning staff and 
    returned to the Heritage Commission for review at the next regular or 
    special meeting.  

Option No. 3: Decline to recommend submittal of a Preserve America Communities 
    Program application at this time and instruct staff to continue   
    investigation into alternative financial and educational incentives. 
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